
You may have designs on 
me, but you can't take me 
home! Read me online.
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W Bangkok

Arriving at the W Bangkok, my 
eyes were transfi xed on the 
spectacular crystal mosaic behind 
the reception desk. Encrusted 
with 80,000 Swarovski crystals 
individually applied by hand, the 
wall mosaic depicts a dramatic 
encounter between a phoenix and 
a tiger. Emerging Thai artist Maysa 
Yanovan based the design on a 
tattoo popular amongst fi ghters 
who believe that the creatures 
bring luck, power and strength. 

When it comes to fresh, bold 
design, the W chain of hotels 
is legendary and its Bangkok 
property does not disappoint. 
The 31-storey glass tower in the 
Sathorn commercial district 
sports sleek, playful interiors in 
each of its 403 guestrooms and 
suites, as well as in its facilities. 

Once I snapped out of my 
crystal-induced trance, I skipped a 
few steps to WOOBAR for a sweet 
and luscious mango smoothie. 
It was still light outside, but 

Chic, funky, quirky – these are the buzz words that come to mind at these design-centric luxe stays.

Arty Abodes

surrounded by riveted cushions 
and sparkly metallic ropes 
inspired by the muay Thai ring, 
I could imagine how it would 
be like after dark, when purple 
lighting and pulsating mixes from 
city’s top DJs transform WOOBAR 
into a trendy hangout. 

As I made my way to my room, 
I was again mesmerised, this time 
by an installation with 800 tuk 
tuk lights twinkling in various 
patterns, recalling the iconic 
three-wheeled transport and the 
bustling traffi  c of the city. But 
inside the hotel, the chaos felt 
far, far away. The whole hotel is 
virtually a chillout lounge, where 
a curated playlist goes uptempo 
as the day progresses and even 
the lift carpet changes its greeting 
according to the time.

I spent the weekend in a 
Cool Corner room with views 
of the city on two sides. In the 
predominantly black and white 
room, the muay Thai theme 
continues in the oversized 
fuchsia sequined gloves on 

both W Signature double beds, 
the chaise lounge chair pillow 
that resembled fi ghter’s shorts, 
and the bed cover pattern – a 
mythical creature wearing 
boxing gloves. 

It was impossible not to 
notice the nods to other design 
elements within the hotel. Next 
to each bed, a reading light in 
the form of a tuk tuk headlamp 
swivels as you please. Faceted 
gems appear on the mirror 
running along the headboard, 
recalling the lobby mosaic. 

Other details appeal to the 
digital native and millennial: A 
tablet controls temperature and 
lighting, while the well-stocked 
in-room W MixBar nudges guests 
to stay in and party.

Complementing the chrome 
and polished black tiles in the 
room, mirrors and glossy black 
brick tiles in the bathroom 
provide a surplus of refl ective 
surfaces. The energising scents 
of the Lemon + Sage amenities 
from Bliss Bath + Body made me 
look forward to freshening up. 

W Bangkok is noted for its 
AWAY Spa, where cocoon-like 
treatment beds change into vivid 
colours to suit your mood-driven 
metamorphosis. The unisex 
hammam (Turkish bath) and its 
heated stone recliners create an 
ambience atypical of Thai spas. 

Something as routine as 
working out gets the humorous 
treatment at FIT Gym. Hanuman 
from the Ramakien (Thai 
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crocodile skin seats moved artist 
Sutee Kunavichayanont to create 
holographic wall art based on a 
Thai folktale. The mustachioed 
countenance of the hero who saved 
children from a giant crocodile 
appears on the wall where images 
of crocodiles are hidden. 

Every quarter, W Bangkok 
collaborates with a designer 
whose work is featured in special 
merchandise and inspires menu 
selections at The Kitchen Table. 
For example, illustrator Juli Baker 
& Summer's ‘Here Comes the Sun’ 
collection sparked by her trip to 
Spain, which inspired the paella, 
sangria and churros at W Does 
Brunch, an expansive four-hour 
brunch that includes cocktails. 

On my way out of the lobby for a 
night on the town, I spied a bright 
yellow vending machine fi lled with 

Ramayana) is depicted as a 
muscleman pumping iron in 
illustrations on the walls of the 
24-hour fi tness centre. But the 
most whimsical touches are 
reserved for WET, the rooftop 
pool, which features murals by the 
infl uential Thai graffi  ti artist Alex 
Face. Sculptures of two Siamese 
cats at play fl oat over the pool’s 
surface as shimmering tiles jut 
out of the water, forming a cat’s 
eye when viewed from above. 
Underwater fi ber optic lights and 
piped-in music make night dips 
even more fun.

Art and food go hand-in-hand 
at the Kitchen Table, the main 
dining facility. Pathways are lined 
with three-dimensional wire 
sculptures of the Bangkok skyline. 
The Kitchen Table’s fl oor-to-ceiling 
crocodile print patterns and faux 

mooncakes and a spiral staircase 
that had, in lieu of a crystal 
chandelier, replica water bags 
(which was how drinks used to be 
sold in the city) suspended from 
the ceiling as an art installation. 
Only at the W, I thought.

Crawling into bed after dancing 
till late, I sank under the soft 
duvet and onto luxurious feather 
and down pillows. Needless to 
say, I did not want to get out of 
bed the next morning. And that 
for me is a good thing. All the 
creative fuel around me would be 
pointless without recharging my 
own energy. In this buzzing city, 
the W Bangkok showed me that 
uninterrupted fi ve-star slumber is 
the height of chic.

 106 NORTH SATHORN ROAD, SILOM, 

BANGRAK, BANGKOK, 10500, THAILAND

Built in 1889, Lord Sathorn’s 
opulent mansion, The House 
on Sathorn (located within 
the grounds of W Bangkok) is 
now home to one of Asia’s 50 
Best Restaurants. Don’t miss 
Chef Fatih Tutak’s inventive 
modern Turkish tasting menus 
at The Dining Room and the 
scrumptious afternoon tea 
sets at The Courtyard.

Must-Try!

Situated at the 
heart of Hok-
kaido’s capital, 
the 181-room 
boutique hotel car-
ries three themes; 
its Urban styled 
rooms follow a 
modern, minimal-
ist, monochrome 
design, while edgy 
and artsy interiors 
are encapsulated in 
the Hip rooms. The 
Natural rooms re-
visit the Japanese 
love for wood with 
a warm, contem-
porary vibe. 

 2-23 KITA 2-JO 

NISHI CHUO-KU 

SAPPORO HOKKAIDO 

Cross Hotel 
Sapporo 
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